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Budget & Levy Information 
 

The City Council approved a preliminary 2023 budget and levy at their monthly 

meeting in September. The proposed budget is $649,219, an increase of $33,750 

from 2022. The cost of police services accounts for the rise. To fund this budget, 

a 7.15% increase is proposed to the tax levy. The impact on a median valued 

home of $398,300 is a $64.00 increase in city taxes compared to 2022. The 2023 

budget and levy will be discussed and finalized at a meeting on Monday, 

December 12, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. at Lilydale City Hall.  The public is invited to 

attend and speak. 

New sanitary sewer rate in effect as of January 1 

The sanitary sewer rate will increase from $17.50 to $19.25 per month beginning 

in January 2023 due to increased expenses. This is the first rate change since 

2009. Funds collected from your quarterly sanitary sewer bill are used to operate, 

maintain, and upgrade the infrastructure that removes wastewater from your 

property. The majority of the money is used to pay the Metropolitan Council to 

safely treat the wastewater at its regional treatment plant. Property owners will 

see the new rate reflected in their first quarter bill in April. 

General Election Results 
 

Number of persons registered as of  7 a.m. on Election Day  794 
Number of persons registered on Election Day     20 
Number of accepted absentee ballots    217 
Number of persons voting at city hall on Election Day  433 
Total number of persons voting     650 
 

      Mayor    Votes 
 John E. Diehl   415 
 Steve Grego   133 
 Write-in          3 
 

      Council Member (Elect 2)  Votes 
 Deborah Cornell   396 
 Mary Kleinberg   413 
 Write-in        7 
 

The newly elected will assume office on January  2, 2023. 

Thank you and Farwell 

Mayor Peterson will conclude 16 years of service to the City of Lilydale at the end of 

December, having led the city for three terms as mayor and four as a council member.  

During his tenure, Mayor Peterson was instrumental in the development of the 

former tennis club site, several major storm sewer projects, upgrade of the sanitary 

sewer lift station,  sale and demolition of the former River Bluffs Center, and an 

overhaul of the city’s ordinances, all while exercising prudent fiscal management.  

We thank Mayor Peterson for his service and  bid farewell to  him and his wife Ann as 

they start a new chapter in their lives in St. Paul. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
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Practice SMART salting this winter to protect our water 

Road salt helps to melt ice but it also pollutes our lakes, streams and groundwater. In Minnesota, 50 lakes 

and streams have already been contaminated by too much salt and another 120 are near the threshold 

for impairment. Thirty percent of shallow wells in the Twin Cities metro have elevated levels of chloride.  

Here’s what you can do this winter: 

1. Shovel: Clear walkways before snow turns to ice, and before you apply salt. The more snow you clear 

manually, the less salt you’ll need. 

2. Scatter: Use salt only where it’s critical. When you apply salt to pavement, leave plenty of space between granules. A   

12-ounce coffee cup of salt is enough to cover 10 sidewalk squares or a 20-foot driveway. 

3. Select: Salt doesn’t melt ice if the pavement is below 15°F, so use sand for traction when it’s too cold, or choose a 

different de-icer. 

4. Sweep: Clean up leftover salt, sand, and de-icer to save and reuse as needed. 

5. Slow down: Drive slower when roads are icy or snow-covered, and wear your winter boots when you’re walking or 

running errands.  

Lilydale Off-leash Dog Park 

The dog park opened earlier this year in Lilydale Regional Park. 

It is approximately 8.5 acres, fully fenced, with a 3/4 acre area 

designated for small dogs. Owners must bring pet waste bags, 

as bag are not provided on site. 

If you are traveling by car, park in the boat launch parking lot. 

The address is 1700 Lilydale Road. 

Do you, your family or friends have photos, articles 

or memories about Lilydale from the 1970’s or 

earlier?  Photos from “lower” Lilydale are of 

particular interest. If so, please contact Mary 

Schultz at city hall at 651-457-2316 or email 

cityoflilydale@comcast.net. 

Lilydale History 
 



  3 

 
 

Holiday Light Recycling 

Recycle your holiday lights, electrical, appliance and phone cords now through    

January 12, 2023. Lights attached to wreaths, holly or trees must be removed first. 

Bring your string lights and cords to Mendota Heights City Hall and look for the 

collection bin. Holiday lights are also accepted year round at The Recycling Zone in 

Eagan. Cord adapters, battery packs, plastic rope lights and CFL lights are not accepted. 

For more information visit www.dakotacounty.us and search Recycling Zone. 

Join your neighbors to keep food scraps out of the trash 

The number one item in our trash is food and it’s finding its way to the landfill. That’s why nearly 8,000 Dakota County 

households have registered to participate in the free organics drop-off program. Across all eight locations, more than 10,000 

pounds of food scraps and other compostable products are collected each week.  

Bringing organics to a drop-off site is easy and can dramatically reduce waste. The typical 

household can divert up to one-third of trash by delivering items such as food scraps, 

spoiled produce, coffee grounds and bones. Instead of sitting in a landfill, this material is 

turned into compost — a nutrient-rich soil additive — used in gardening and landscaping. 

Sites are located throughout the county — Burnsville, Eagan, Farmington, Hastings, 

Lakeville, Mendota Heights, Rosemount and West St. Paul. 

To sign up, visit www.dakotacounty.us and search organics, email 
organics@co.dakota.mn.us or call 952-891-7557. All registered participants receive helpful 
tips and compostable bags to use at home. 
 

Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Dakota County.  Mendota Heights organics drop-off 

site located at Mendakota Park 

http://www.dakotacounty.us
http://www.dakotacounty.us
mailto:organics@co.dakota.mn.us
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Stay organized with The Recycling Zone  

The Recycling Zone in Eagan is a destination for the stuff that doesn’t belong in your curbside carts. With the new 
drive-thru, you stay in your car while staff unload materials from the trunk or backseat. Put all smaller items in a box 
that you can leave behind.  

Accepted items — free unless noted 

Most products that say caution, warning, danger or poison can be brought to The Recycling Zone.  
 Auto products like motor oil, antifreeze and gas 
 Bug killers/repellants 
 Cardboard — no larger than 36 in. x 36 in. 
 Cleaners 
 Electronics — fee for TVs and computer monitors  
 Lightbulbs — all types  
 Needles and sharps — in a closed rigid container, keep in front seat of your vehicle 
 Paints and stains 
 Personal care products like nail polish and hair dye 
 Propane tanks and aerosol sprays 
 Scrap metal 
 Tires — fee 
 Small household electronics like toasters and vacuums  
 String lights and cords 
 Vaping devices 
 Weed killer  
 
The Recycling Zone does not accept:  
 Appliances 
 Carpet 
 Furniture 
 Humidifiers and dehumidifiers 
 Lumber 
 Mattresses 
 Medical waste and medications  
 Yard waste 
 

The Recycling Zone is located at 3365 Dodd Road in Eagan.  
For a complete list of accepted items visit www.dakotacounty.us search recycling zone.  
 

Drop-Off Hours for Residents 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.–8 p.m. 
Thursday: noon–8 p.m. 
Friday: 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Saturday: 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 

The Recycling Zone is closed on New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Dakota County.  

http://www.dakotacounty.us

