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City Newsletter • Fall 2023 

Budget & Levy Information 
 

The City Council approved a preliminary 2024 budget and levy at their meeting 

in September. The proposed budget is $720,749, an increase of $49,335 from 

2023. Public safety, employee wages, and election costs make up the majority 

of the increase. To fund this budget, a 5.5% increase is proposed to the tax levy. 

As a result, the annual city taxes on a home valued at $416,600 will increase 

$40. 

The 2024 budget and levy will be discussed and finalized at a meeting on 

Monday, December 11, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. at Lilydale City Hall.  The public is 

invited to attend and speak. 

ELECTION 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 197 

 

Tuesday, November 7, 2023 

Polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Voters will select up to 4 individuals to fill four open seats on the school board, 
and will vote on two levy referendum questions. 
   

Lilydale residents vote at: 
  

 Two Rivers High School 
 1897 Delaware Ave. 
 Mendota Heights, MN 55118 
 

For more information and to view a sample ballot visit 
isd197.org/vote2023, or call the School District office at 651-403-7002. 

 

Do you have unwanted, expired or unused medicine?   
Dispose of it the safe way. 

Items Accepted:   

Household prescription, over-the-counter,  
and pet medication. 
 

 Pills and capsules 

 Blister packs 

 Creams and gels 

 Unused EpiPens 

 Inhalers and patches 

 Liquids, powders and sprays 

Items NOT Accepted:   

 NO needles, used EpiPens, syringes, 

lancets or thermometers 

 NO vaping devices or e-liquids 

 NO liquid chemotherapy drugs 

Saturday, October 28th—National Prescription Drug Takeback Day 
10 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Mendota Heights City Hall 

https://www.isd197.org/vote2023


 

Free Pumpkin Recycling 

November 4th and 5th 

Any time 

Mendota Heights City Hall  parking lot  

1101 Victoria Curve 
 

Toss pumpkins into the giant dumpster to be composted for free. No painted pumpkins, wax or candles 

accepted. Look for the dumpsters in the parking lot. Pumpkins will be composted into a valuable soil 

amendment to be spread on farmers’ fields.  

Business Spotlight: Blush Salon 

Blush Salon opened its doors at 1001 Sibley Memorial Highway in Lilydale in 

2003 and recently celebrated its 20th anniversary. Owner Lori Meents says 

her staff have years of experience and glow in customer service. 

Personalized services include haircuts, styles, nail manicures, and pedicures 

in a convenient, welcoming environment that clients enjoy as soon as they 

walk in the door. 
 

We’re fortunate to have this  thriving business in our community. Stop in to 

congratulate the staff, learn about the services, and treat yourself.  You 

deserve it. 

 

 

Thanks go to volunteers Betsy Noel 

and Julie Seykora for the hours of 

hard work they put in digging up 

the dead grass and weeds in 

preparation for some new plantings 

next spring at Lilydale City Hall. 
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Free repair for residents 

Dakota County residents can get help repairing household items, clothes, 

electronics and more at a Fix-It Clinic. These monthly events help reduce 

unnecessary trash sent to landfills and empower individuals by teaching 

troubleshooting and repair skills. 

Stop by an upcoming Fix-It Clinic: 

Nov. 18, noon—3 p.m. at the Robert Trail Library in Rosemount 

Dec. 2, 11 a.m.—2 p.m. at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in South St. Paul 

The event is free, and residents do not need to register to participate.  

Repair-savvy volunteers will guide you through each step, from troubleshooting to a completed repair. Bring up to three items 

that need fixing or mending such as lamps, vacuum cleaners and clothes. You must be able to carry items into the clinic, so no 

oversized items. Bring any tools and supplies you think might help with the job; however, volunteers have plenty of tools. 

For future dates and more information, visit www.dakotacounty.us and search Fix-It Clinic. 

Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Dakota County.  

Minnesota recycling works 

Have you ever questioned if recycling is worth it? Short answer: yes. 

Beyond saving energy and protecting natural resources, recycling 

also supports vital industries. 

Recycling is the process of collecting materials that would otherwise 

be thrown away and turning them into new products. Our cans, 

bottles and paper are dropped off at a local facility where people and 

machines sort the recycling into material types which are sent to 

many different companies:  

 Paper and cardboard are made into newspapers, toilet paper rolls and cereal boxes at five paper mills in Minnesota. 

 Cartons like juice boxes are sent to a company in Wisconsin that makes a material for new paper products. 

 Aluminum cans get turned into new cans, wire, siding and more at plants in the South.  

 Steel cans like those used for soup are made into steel beams in Chicago. 

 Plastic bottles with a number 1 like water and soda bottles are shipped to other states to be made into new bottles 

and carpet.  

 Plastic containers with a number 2 like milk jugs are transformed into low-maintenance lumber by companies like 

Avon Plastics in Paynesville.  

 Cottage cheese and other plastic tubs with a number 5 are used to create food containers, car parts and more by 

companies in other states.  

 Glass bottles and jars are sorted by color in St. Paul. Clear glass goes to Anchor Glass in Shakopee to make condiment 

bottles. Brown glass is sent to Illinois to make beer bottles.  

Our recycling is wanted by many companies in our state and across the country. Help support local recycling businesses: 

 Stick to the basics: Recycle the items listed above.  
 Keep it loose: Empty recycling into your bin –  no plastic bags. 
 Check the Recycling Guide for everything else. Go to www.dakotacounty.us, search recycling guide.  
 

Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Dakota County.  

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/Residential/Reduce/Pages/fix-repair.aspx
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/RecyclingDisposalGuide/Pages/default.aspx


Please recycle this 

newsletter after use. 

Practice smart salting this winter to protect our water 

Road salt helps to melt ice but it also pollutes our lakes, streams and groundwater. In Minnesota, 50 lakes and streams 

have already been contaminated by too much salt and another 120 are near the threshold for impairment. Thirty 

percent of shallow wells in the Twin Cities metro have elevated levels of chloride.  

Here’s what you can do this winter: 

1. Shovel: Clear walkways before snow turns to ice, and before you apply 

salt. The more snow you clear manually, the less salt you’ll need. 

2. Scatter: Use salt only where it’s critical. When you apply salt to 

pavement, leave plenty of space between granules. A 12-ounce coffee cup 

of salt is enough to cover 10 sidewalk squares or a 20-foot driveway. 

3. Select: Salt doesn’t melt ice if the pavement is below 15°F, so use sand for traction when it’s too cold, or choose a 

different de-icer. 

4. Sweep: Clean up leftover salt, sand, and de-icer to save and reuse as needed. 

5. Slow down: Drive slower when roads are icy or snow-covered, and wear your winter boots when you’re walking or 

running errands.  
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What is Household Hazardous Waste? 

Household hazardous waste is any chemical or product that can cause illness or pose an environmental or health threat if 
improperly stored, transported or disposed of. Most products labeled dangerous, flammable, poison, combustible and 
corrosive are considered hazardous waste.  

 

 Aerosol cans 

 Batteries (non-alkaline) 

 Cleaners 

 Fluorescent bulbs 

 Furniture polish 

 Needles/syringes/lancets 

 Nail polish remover 

 Perfumes 

 Solvents 

 

Common examples include: 

Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency and Dakota County. 

 Auto batteries 

 Antifreeze 

 Oils/Filters 

 Tires 

 Fertilizers 

 Lighter Fluid 

 Pesticides 

 Pool Chemicals 

 Driveway sealer 

 Paint 

 Paint remover/stripper/thinner 

 Propane/compressed gas cylinders 

Special disposal for household hazardous waste: 

Keep it out of the drains, storm sewers, and off the ground. 
Chemicals disposed of through these methods can pollute rivers, 
lakes and aquifers. 
 

Keep it out of the trash. Hazardous products can cause a problem 
for waste haulers and at waste facilities. 

If you can’t use up household hazardous chemicals or give them to 
someone who will, take the items to The Recycling Zone for free 
disposal. 
 

Location: 3365 Dodd Road in Eagan 

Drop-Off Hours for Residents 

     Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

     Thursday:      Noon - 8 p.m. 

     Friday:           9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

     Saturday:      8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

 


