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Trail and Road Updates 

 The Mary June Mullarky walking trail along Highway 13 will be repaved this summer. 

Repairs will also be made to a culvert under the trail near Lexington Riverside  

condominiums.  The 20-year old trail is expected to be closed for approximately two 

weeks. 

 Dakota County’s Big Rivers Regional Trail along the Mississippi River is scheduled to 

reopen by July 4th. Crews are in the process of removing rock and making needed 

repairs to the underlying section of trail.  

 Lilydale Rd./Water St. in Lilydale Regional Park was recently reopened to vehicle 

traffic.  

July 4, 2021 Proclaimed Tom Swain Day in America 

Tom Swain, former Lilydale mayor who turns 100  years-old on July 4, 2021, was 

honored by the Lilydale city council proclaiming his birthday Tom Swain Day in America. 

Tom‘s lifetime of service in the public and private sector was recognized in a resolution 

read by Lilydale Mayor Warren Peterson at the June 14th council meeting. It read in 

part:  Tom Swain is a public servant, including leadership roles in the University of 

Minnesota, executive director of the Minnesota Statehood Centennial Commission in 

1958, service as the chief of staff to Minnesota Governor Elmer L. Andersen, and service 

as Planning Commissioner, Councilman and Mayor of the City of Lilydale (ascending to 

the mayoral position at the age of 86 as part of the youth movement sweeping the 

city) . 

Tom continues to be actively involved in the community. He currently serves on the 

Lilydale planning commission. His interest in climate change has been the impetus for 

the Swain Climate Policy Series, a new initiative launched by the Humphrey School of 

Public Affairs at the University of Minnesota. 

Local Efforts to Combat COVID-19  

Following Governor Walz’s declaration of a peacetime state of emergency and the city 

council’s local emergency, both due to the COVID-19 health pandemic, Councilmember 

John Diehl began an effort to find a provider to bring COVID virus and antibody testing 

to Lilydale residents. He pursued multiple public health agencies and health care 

providers which ultimately led to clinics for testing at two sites in Lilydale:  Lexington 

Riverside condominiums and city hall.  (Lilydale Senior Living made arrangements for 

testing of its own residents.) Bluestone Physician Services provided COVID infection 

testing to 85 residents and HealthEast tested over 100 residents for COVID-19 

antibodies.  

Councilmember Diehl’s efforts didn’t stop there. He then sought providers to host a 

vaccine clinic in Lilydale. His calls became a daily effort and paid off when he arranged 

for HyVee in Oakdale to set up a community vaccine event for seniors 65 and over at 

Lilydale city hall in March and April. A total of 50 people received both doses of the 

Pfizer vaccine. 

Residents appreciated the opportunity and convenience to receive services so close to 

home. Councilmember Diehl’s efforts were commended by his fellow councilmembers.  



Sweep up! Rake up! Pick up! 

Rain washes anything that’s on streets and paved surfaces down storm drains and into lakes and rivers.   

Help keep our water clean! 

                       adopt-a-drain.org 

 

Community Notification System 

Want to be notified of activity impacting your home, work or school in Dakota County? Sign up via the link 

below. You can register any land-line, business line, cell phones and/or email addresses. The Dakota County 

communications center, when appropriate, will then notify you should an emergency happen near one of your 

noted addresses within Dakota County. 

Self-register at https://www.mn-dcc.org/community-notification 

 Explore Pickerel Lake 

Located in Lilydale Regional Park, Pickerel Lake is surrounded by floodplain forest and scenic bluffs. You can 

explore the 114 acre lake with your own non-motorized boat or rent a kayak at the self-serve kayak sharing 

system Paddle Share. Single ($20) and double kayaks ($35)  may be 

reserved for 2 hours. If you’re new to kayaking or interested in a guided 

tour, Paddle with a Ranger on Pickerel Lake is a monthly program with a 

National Park Service ranger as your guide. To learn more about the Mississippi River Paddle 

Share program or to make a reservation, visit paddleshare.org. 

After exploring the lake or other areas of the park, enjoy your lunch relaxing under the shade 

of the newly built pavilion. Restrooms are available. 
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Stormwater Pollution Prevention 

Urban stormwater frequently contains pollutants such as litter, pesticides, fertilizers, oils, salt, 

sediment, and other debris that can impair our ponds, lakes, rivers and wetlands. To reduce 

stormwater pollution, the City of Lilydale has created and implemented a Stormwater Pollution 

Prevention  Program  (SWPPP) with six important components:  1) public education and 

outreach; 2) public participation/involvement; 3) direction and elimination of illegal discharges; 

4) construction-site runoff control; 5) post-construction runoff control; 6) pollution prevention/

good housekeeping.  A copy of the SWPPP is available for review at Lilydale City Hall and on the city’s website 

lilydale.govoffice.com. 

These items will be reviewed and discussed at the Lilydale city council meeting on August 9, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. Lilydale 

residents are encouraged to attend and offer input on the SWPPP. Residents may also submit comments to the city 

administrator at Lilydale City Hall, 1011 Sibley Memorial Hwy, Lilydale, MN 55118, or email cityoflilydale@comcast.net. 

adopt-a-drain.org
http://www.paddleshare.org
http://www.lilydale.govoffice.com
mailto:cityoflilydale@comcast.net
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Do good with food scraps  

Food waste makes up nearly 20 percent of our household trash, yet it doesn’t do any 

good sitting in a landfill. Instead, food scraps could turn into beneficial compost – a 

soil-like material used to help plants grow. Sign up for the free organics collection 

program to access five drop-off sites throughout Dakota County (with more being 

added this year).  

Organics collection goes beyond backyard composting by accepting meat, bones, dairy 

products and pizza boxes. Food waste goes to a commercial compost facility in 

Rosemount where it is processed at higher temperatures that kill bacteria and break 

down larger pieces.  

Sign up online at dakotacounty.us, search organics, call 952-891-7557 or email 

organics@co.dakota.mn.us. All participants receive helpful tips and free compostable 

bags to use at home.  

 Online shopping to save your wallet and the planet  

The average Dakota County resident creates 2,180 pounds of waste each year. Reduce the amount we toss by buying used 

items. Donating and shopping at secondhand stores saves you money, supports local businesses and is fun. Buying used has 

an added benefit: it keeps our air and water clean and saves natural resources by not having to make new products.  

You can go beyond brick-and-mortar stores to find what you need and get rid of what you don’t. Use online outlets to save 

the planet and your wallet.  

 • NextDoor.com – look in the “For Sale” section  

 • Facebook.com - for neighborhood buy/sell groups and Marketplace  

 • Craigslist.com  

 • E-bay.com - choose “used” as a filter option  

 • Amazon.com - choose “used” as a filter option  

 • thredUP.com - for women and kid’s clothing and accessories  

Chose a safe site to exchange in person like a Swap Spot at the police or sheriff 

departments. Get tips for selling and buying used items in the Dakota County Reuse Guide at dakotacounty.us, search reuse 

guide.  

Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Dakota County.  

Free Paper Shredding 

Saturday, June 26, 10:00 a.m.— 1:00 p.m. 

Wakota Federal Credit Union 
1151 Southview Blvd. in South St. Paul 

 

Limit 2 boxes per person 

Event is partially funded by the City of South St. Paul, Dakota County and the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency. 

http://www.dakotacounty.us
mailto:organics@co.dakota.mn.us
http://www.dakotacounty.us


 Batteries are hot right now – and not in a good way  

Batteries – mostly lithium ion – are causing fires daily at waste and recycling facilities across the U.S. When your 

batteries, cell phone or other battery-powered gadgets are dead, don’t toss them in the trash or recycling carts.  

Bring all types of batteries and electronic devices to The Recycling Zone in Eagan. Tape both ends of each battery with 

any kind of tape. This prevents short circuiting and a possible fire if a battery end touches another battery or metal 

object. Use a container such as a cardboard box that can be left at The Recycling Zone and put it in your trunk or back 

seat. Stay in your vehicle while dropping off and let the staff unload for you.  

Other items accepted at The Recycling Zone include:  

• Automotive products like motor oil and gas  

• Computers, TVs and other electronics  

• Paints and stains  

• Household cleaners  

• Yard and garden chemicals  

The Recycling Zone, 3365 Dodd Road, Eagan, is open all year long, four days a week. For a complete list of accept-

ed items and drop-off hours, visit dakotacounty.us, search Recycling Zone.  

Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Dakota County.  

Shoe & Clothing Recycling Dropoff 

July 3—July 10 

GOOD CONDITION ITEMS ONLY 
2 locations 

 West St. Paul       Mendota Heights 
 Sports Dome—1655 Livingston Ave.    Mendota Heights City Hall 
 Outdoor metal drop box     Outdoor metal drop box 
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Tire Collection 

Sunday, July 11th  - 9AM—NOON 

West St. Paul Public Works Building 
403 Marie Ave. East 

West St. Paul 
 

No rims or tires from businesses accepted. 
Drop off your tires WITHOUT RIMS  at the public works building. Up to 8 car or light truck tires will be 
accepted from each household in Lilydale, West St. Paul, Mendota Heights,  
South St. Paul and Sunfish Lake. No other items will be accepted at this collection. 
 
This is a free event. In partnership with the Metropolitan Mosquito Control District. 
 
Questions? Contact Cassandra Johnson at 651-552-4118 or cjohnson@wspmn.gov 

http://www.dakotacounty.us
mailto:cjohnson@wspmn.gov

